Portal hypertension in children--the changing spectrum.
This report is an analysis of changing trends in the etiology and management of portal hypertension (PHT) in childhood. The study compared the 53 admissions to the Royal Children's Hospital from 1971 to 1991 (33 intrahepatic, 20 extrahepatic) with the 77 admissions (22 intrahepatic, 54 extrahepatic, 1 with a congenital anomaly of the mesenteric vein) from the previous 23-year period (1948 to 1971). In addition to the differences in etiology, there has been (1) an increasing role for sclerotherapy as a therapeutic modality (and with this, lessening of the role of surgery), (2) a different approach to investigation (particularly imaging techniques), and (3) the availability of organ transplantation.